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The Advent of ‘Critical Discursive Publics' in Korea and
their Demands for Fairness

June-Woong Rhee
Professor

Dept. of Communications, Seoul National University

This essay explores the reasons for which Korean people recently raised ‘the
demand for fairness’ of major Korean news institutions, The nature of the demand
for fairness is investigated in relation to the observations made about aggravating
partisan editorships, increasing cross-criticisms among newspapers and
broadcasting news, and declining trust in Korean journalism. An analysis
employing Hotelling s model of spatial competition reveals that the public s
demand for fairness can best be interpreted as a fight for fair representation of
their voices in the mainstream media. It is suggested that the demand was raised
by newly advent groups of political discussants in internet talk spaces such as
bulletin boards, discussion groups, and personal blogs. The socio-political
characteristics of the groups of discussants, so-called ‘critical discursive publics,

are discussed in terms of their political roles in time of lowered public trust.

Key words: demand for fairness, Internet, critical discursive publics, the public

sphere
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Abstract

Mediated Intervisibility of the Internet Public Sphere
and the Emergence of Discursive Publics

June Woong Rhee
Associate Professor
Department of Communication, Seoul National University

This paper explores the process in which the rise of the Internet
media for public discussion creates social conditions under which
Internet readers and writers make themselves 'discursive publics' who
facilitate new forms of public engagement in South Korea. In order to
explain that a public is constructed around issues and events and that
there are other collective subjects such as nations and right-bearing
citizens overlapping with publics, I introduce the notion of 'public as an
association of public selves.' Critically appropriating the notion of the
transformation of visibility developed by Thompson(1995), I suggest
that the Internet as a media environment produces yet another turn of
the transformation of wvisibility by which interconnectedness,
documentability, and traceability of online actions creates a new
visibility  condition. Reading and writing under the 'mediated
intervisibility' condition of Internet public spheres could make readers
and writers associated with one another. Mediated intervisibility means
a condition under which one's own presence and visibility as well as
others' are recognized and utilized in subsequent interactions. 1 argue
that discursive interactions among readers and writers under this
condition should be sufficient for them to make a public.

Key Words : making publics, Internet public sphere, visibility,
communication efficacy



